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Offshore drilling off limits
Published in the Asbury Park Press 06/15/05

In weighing the potential yield of drilling for oil and natural gas
off the New Jersey coast against the role the ocean plays in the
state's economy, the choice is clear. The state's federal and
state legislators of both parties must oppose the energy bill in the U.S. Senate that would allow an
inventory of possible fossil-fuel resources off the nation's coastlines.

- advertisements -

Conducting an inventory and the drilling that may follow could lead to oil spills and fish kills, and disrupt
the ocean's delicate ecological balance, U.S. Sen. Jon S. Corzine, D-N.J., said Monday in Belmar. And
there's nothing pretty about an oil derrick. The loss in tourism that could result is something the state
can't afford. Tourism generates more than $5.5 billion a year in tax revenue and is responsible for more
than 836,000 jobs, Corzine said.

The inventory is a waste of time and money, said Rep. Frank Pallone Jr., D-N.J. It duplicates previous
studies, and there is about 30 times more oil and natural gas in areas approved for drilling, such as the
Gulf of Mexico, as the potential reserves off the Eastern seaboard, he said.

Environmentalists view the inventory as the first step toward drilling for natural resources by the Bush
administration. They would prefer initiatives, as would we, that emphasize conservation of those
resources. One option they suggest makes particularly good sense: requiring more fuel-efficient motor
vehicles.

"This administration isn't interested in conservation," said Leann Foster-Sitar, policy director of the
American Littoral Society at Sandy Hook. "We say, "Hands off our coast.' The moratorium must remain
intact."

That moratorium on offshore oil and natural gas drilling has lasted 24 years. It has helped preserve the
ocean ecology and prevent a devastating blow to the New Jersey economy. If the Bush administration is
looking for new fossil-fuel supplies to meet energy demand, it shouldn't look here.
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